
DELL/PD 2024 12 12 1 

 

MR FRANK DELL – in memoriam 

 

 

Als puber in de Achterhoek ( Nederland ) hoorde ik van mijn vader korte fragmenten 

van het verhaal van Mr Frank Dell. Ik kende de rol van mijn vader in deze periode van 

WW-2 nauwelijks. En ik vroeg me af of er details via het Internet te vinden zouden zijn ... 

Die zoektocht leverden uiteindelijk bijzondere contacten op. 

As an adolescent in the Achterhoek (Netherlands) I heard short fragments of the story 

of Mr Frank Dell from my father. I hardly knew my father's role during this period of 

WW-2. And I wondered if any details could be found on the Internet... That search 

ultimately resulted in very special contacts. 

  

 

https://www.tubantia.nl/achterhoek/geredde-piloten-na-zestig-jaar-terug~a476fda3/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.tubantia.nl/achterhoek/geredde-piloten-na-zestig-jaar-terug~a476fda3/
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Mijn vader, Gerrit Jan Doeleman, verbleef in de Tweede Wereldoorlog enige tijd in een 

boerderij te Lintelo 224 / Aalten. Samen met Johan Breukelaar verzorgde hij toen een 

Engelse piloot die op zijn tocht te voet - vanuit Duitsland - in dezelfde boerderij terecht 

kwam, en wel op een plek in het hooi boven de stal van een niet ongevaarlijk paard, in 

een aangrenzende schuur. Zodra de situatie het toeliet werd Mr Frank Dell naar de 

boerderij 'Somsenhuus' gebracht. 

En vervolgens heb ik het archief van de eigen familie doorgespit en vond ik een 

exemplaar van de Aaltense Courant gedateerd 8 oktober 1946, een exemplaar van mijn 

grootvader, Peter Doeleman ( Dijkstraat 33 ), die een abonnement op die krant had. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

My father, Gerrit Jan Doeleman, spent some time in a farm at Lintelo 224 / Aalten during 
the Second World War. Together with Johan Breukelaar, he then cared for an English 

pilot who, on his journey on foot - from Germany - ended up in the same farm, namely a 
spot in the hayloft above the stable of a harmful horse, in an adjacent barn. As soon as 
the situation permitted, Mr Frank Dell was taken to the 'Somsenhuus' farm. 

And then I looked through my own family's archives and found a copy of the Aaltense 
Courant dated October 8, 1946, a copy of my grandfather, Peter Doeleman (Dijkstraat 
33), who had a subscription to that newspaper. 

 

 

 

 



DELL/PD 2024 12 12 3 

 

In oktober 2015 kwam ik na een zoektocht op het Internet in contact met een in 

Engeland wonende schoonzoon van Mr Frank Dell. En daarna, was er rechtstreeks 

contact met Mr Frank Dell, en zijn zoon Rob Dell. Wat een geluk ! Vervolgens was er 

contact met Mr Frank Dell, aanvankelijk via e-Mail, en later elke twee weken een 

telefoongesprek, meestal op zaterdag. Mr Frank Dell woonde in Sydney, Australië. 

Sindsdien deelden we de waardes van het leven. We deelden de vrijheid van onze 

levens, de vrijheid van onze meningsuitingen. En in elk gesprek bedankte ik hem voor 

zijn bijdrage aan deze vrijheid. En hij bedankte mij uitvoerig voor de inspanningen van 

mijn vader en die van Johan Breukelaar. 

 

 

Picture from our private collection as delivered by Dell family / 2022-04-26 

( see Creative Commons license at last page of this document ) 

 

In October 2015, after a search on the internet, I came into contact with a son-in-law of 
Mr Frank Dell who lived in England. And then there was direct contact with Mr. Frank Dell 
and his eldest son Rob Dell. What a luck! Subsequently there was contact with Mr. Frank 
Dell, first by e-Mail, and later a telephone conversation every two weeks, usually on 
Saturdays. Mr. Frank Dell lived in Sydney, Australia. Ever since we shared the values of 
life. We shared the freedom of our lives, the freedom of our expressions. In every 

conversation I thanked him for his contribution to this freedom. And he thanked me 
profusely for the discovery of my father and that of Johan Breukelaar. 
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Hieronder is een verzameling artikelen, foto’s, persoonlijke herinneringen, etc. welke 

aan het bijzondere leven van Mr Frank Dell refereren, evenals aan de contacten met Mr 

Frank Dell. ( Er was al eerder op één van onze websites reeds een tekst welke nu 

gereviseerd en aangevuld is ).  

Below is a collection of articles, photos, personal memories, etc. that refer to the 
extraordinary life of Mr. Frank Dell, as well as to the contacts with Mr. Frank Dell. (There 
was already a text on one of our websites that has now been revised and supplemented). 

 

 

Luister naar het interview hieronder / Listen tot he interview below. 

 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2014/11/27/4137268.htm 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2014/11/27/4137268.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2014/11/27/4137268.htm
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Interview bij de onthulling van een standbeeld ter nagedachtenis / 

An interview at the unveiling of a statue in memory: 

 

 

 

 

 ( bron/source: Aircrew Bookreview Blogspot ) 
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Het boek van Mr Frank Dell / The book of Mr Frank Dell: 

 

http://aircrewbookreview.blogspot.com/2015/03/mosquito-down-frank-dell-with-brett.html 

 

Mr Frank Dell vertelt het zelf … Mr Frank Dell tells it himself … 

A Mosquito pilot tells us what the Bomber 
Command Memorial means to him 
https://youtu.be/ocMjZtaT50o?si=a_mG6GLyGBAvd0rg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://aircrewbookreview.blogspot.com/2015/03/mosquito-down-frank-dell-with-brett.html
https://youtu.be/ocMjZtaT50o?si=a_mG6GLyGBAvd0rg
http://aircrewbookreview.blogspot.com/2015/03/mosquito-down-frank-dell-with-brett.html
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Bij het oorlogsmonument / At the monument of war (Varsseveld): 

 

http://somsen.org/Foundation/kalender2014.pdf 

  

Een ander tekst / another text: 

 

https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/329355/How-brave-Frank-bailed-out-then-fought-on  

http://somsen.org/Foundation/kalender2014.pdf
https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/329355/How-brave-Frank-bailed-out-then-fought-on
http://somsen.org/Foundation/kalender2014.pdf
https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/329355/How-brave-Frank-bailed-out-then-fought-on
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 Een impressie van het vliegtuig van Mr Frank Dell / An impression of the plane of Mr Frank Dell: 

 

 

 

 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=4&v=r-UUTo3wHds&feature=emb_logo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=4&v=r-UUTo3wHds&feature=emb_logo
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De muziek waar Mr Frank Dell naar verwijst in boek en interviews hieronder. Hij refereerde hier 

soms aan in onze gesprekken, en was bijzonder geraakt door het feit dat ik deze melodie voor 

mijn vader neuriede toen hij bezig was ‘de regenboog-brug’ te passeren. 

 

The music Mr Frank Dell references in book and interviews here below. He sometimes referred to 

this in our conversations, and was particularly touched by the fact that I hummed this melody to 

my father as he was passing ‘the rainbow bridge’… 

 

 

  

https://youtu.be/MBYmhYxEvUM?si=Qkklx3GT9AWNBP4R 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/MBYmhYxEvUM?si=Qkklx3GT9AWNBP4R
https://youtu.be/MBYmhYxEvUM?si=Qkklx3GT9AWNBP4R
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Overlord ... 1944 06 06 

 

 

https://historiek.net/d-day-6-juni-operatie-overlord/9276/ 

 

2019 06 06 / 07:05 GMT+1 telefoongesprek met onze Australische vriend ... 

2019 06 06 / 07:05 GMT+1 phone call to our Australian friend … 

 

PD: " klaar voor Overlord ? " 

FD: "jazeker, natuurlijk ... maar, dank aan de Nederlanders voor zorg om/ 

voor mij !" ...  

PD: "geachte heer, dank U, voor onze vrijheid ! ... 

en ga nu eerst maar eens wat slapen ! " 

 

PD: " ready for Overlord ? " 

FD: "Yes, fors ure … but, thanks tot he Dutch for taking care of me !" ...  

PD: "dear sire, thank YOU, for our freedom ! ... 

and first have a sleep now ! " 

  

https://historiek.net/d-day-6-juni-operatie-overlord/9276/
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Een artikel in Vizier / 1959 … An article by Vizier / 1959: 

 

 

 

Dit document is bijgevoegd / zie pagina’s 19-25 / bron: Vizier 1959 / NL   

This document is attached / see pages 19-25 / source: Vizier 1959 / NL 

 

  

 

 

https://www.blueglasses.nl/DELL%20Vizier%201959.pdf
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Een prachtige link van het jaar 2019 / A very nice link, year 2019: 

 

  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=31&v=r3vWXUTOB5c&feature=emb_logo 

 

 

Uit een prachtig kort gesprek / From a very fine short call: 

 

  

  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=31&v=r3vWXUTOB5c&feature=emb_logo
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Uit het logboek van Mr Frank Dell d.d. 1944 10 14 / 75 jaar na dato ontvangen van zijn 

familie / From the logbook of Mr Frank Dell d.d. 1944 1014 received 75 yrs after from 

his relatives: 

 

    

  

 

 

Bovenstaande 4 foto's alleen te gebruiken op deze website want persoonlijk eigendom !                                  
The above 4 photos only to be used on this website because they are personal property ! 

 ( see Creative Commons license at last page of this document ) 
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Van het Nationaal Onderduikmuseum / from the National Hiding Museum / Aalten 

 

 

https://nationaalonderduikmuseum.nl/frank-dell/  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nationaalonderduikmuseum.nl/frank-dell/
https://nationaalonderduikmuseum.nl/frank-dell/
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Het jaar 2020, twee van vele telefoongesprekken /                                                          

Yr 2020, two out of many phone calls: 

 

 

2020 01 09 / 08:00 GMT+1 een telefoongesprek met onze Australische vriend ... 

 
" ik hoop dat de wereld goed voor jullie zal zijn " 

"heel veel dank ! aan de dappere Nederlanderds ! " 
" tot ziens " 

“i do hope that the world will be good to you”                                                                             
many thanks! to the brave Dutch people!” “CU” 

 
"geachte heer, dank U, voor onze vrijheid ! ... welterusten en 

tot een volgende keer ! " 

“dear sir, thank YOU, for our freedom ! sleep well and till next time !” 

 

 

  

2020 04 14 / 09:51 GMT+1 een telefoongesprek met onze Australische vriend ... 

 

PD: " ik hoop dat je de zelf-isolatie tijdens COVID-19 kunt hanteren "                                        
PD: “I do hope that you are able to manage the self-isolation at COVID-19 period” 

 
FD: " ja, ik slaap behoorlijk goed ... en wederom: veel dank aan de Nederlanders die zo 

goed voor me zorgden ! " " tot ziens "                                                                                
FD: “yes, I do sleep rather well … and again many thanks to the Dutch people which took 

care of me very well !” “bye bye” 

 
PD: "geachte heer, u weet mijn antwoord: dank U, voor onze vrijheid ! ... welterusten en 

tot een volgende keer ! "                                                                                                          
PD: dear sir, you do know my answer: thank YOU, for our freedom ! sleep well and till 

next time !” 
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2020 05 05 / 10:04/10:51 GMT+1 een telefoongesprek met onze Australische vriend ... 

2020 05 05 / 10:04/10:51 GMT+1 a phone call to our Australian friend … 

 

 

 

En zo hoopten we nog vele telefoongesprekken met onze Australische vriend te kunnen 

voeren … Dat was onze wederzijdse wens … 

And so we hoped to have many more telephone conversations with our Australian friend 
… That was our mutual wish … 
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En dan is er uiteindelijk tóch een vertoning van een filmopname waarin de aanvang van 

het verhaal gestaafd wordt, met name dankzij de heer Jan Breukelaar te Lintelo ( zoon 
van dhr Johan Breukelaar zoals genoemd op pagina 1 van dit document ), waarvoor onze 
zéér grote dank ! 

And then finally there is a showing of a film recording in which the beginning of the story 
is substantiated, especially thanks to Mr Jan Breukelaar ( son of Mr Johan Breukelaar as 
mentioned on page 1 of this document ), for which we would like to thank this Mr Jan 
Breukelaar very much ! 

FD: “Are we friends ?” 

GJD: “Yes, we are” 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/rtvslingeland/videos/678873539602996/ 

 

PS In het geval dat deze link niet meer werkt > we bewaarden een fysieke kopie … 

PS In case this link doesn’t bring the movie > we saved a hard copy … 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/rtvslingeland/videos/678873539602996/
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Een artikel in Vizier / 1959 op de volgende pagina’s. 

An article from Vizier / 1959 within the next pages. 

 

 

 

 

 



DELL/PD 2024 12 12 19 
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Meer/more (1) … 

 

 

Foto van de boerderij van de familie Breukelaar / verkregen van Bianca Breukelaar. 

Picture of the family Breukelaar’s farm / received by Bianca Beukelaar. 

 

( see Creative Commons license at last page of this document ) 
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Meer/more (2) … 

 

 

Bericht van Mr Rob Dell / Message by Mr Rob Dell / 2021 05 05 

 

 



DELL/PD 2024 12 12 28 

 

Meer/more (3) … 

 

 

 

Foto ontvangen van Bianca Breukelaar / Picture received by Bianca Breukelaar / 2022 
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Stel je voor … stel je het voor … stel je het voor dat je deze brief krijgt … 

Imagine … imagine it … imagine receiving such a letter … 

 

 

 

Foto ontvangen van de familie Dell / Picture received by Dell family 

 

( see Creative Commons license at last page of this document ) 
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Foto’s ontvangen van de familie Dell / Pictures received by Dell family … 2017 

 

( see Creative Commons license at last page of this document ) 
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Bijzonder kostbare foto’s / Very precious pictures 

Mr Frank Dell and his son Rob Dell 

 

    

    

 

Foto’s ontvangen van de familie Dell / Pictures received by Dell family … 2021 12 24 

( see Creative Commons license at last page of this document ) 
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Bijzonder kostbare foto’s van persoonlijke documenten van de familie Dell / 

 Very precious pictures of personal documents of Dell family 

 

 

Enkele pagina’s uit het logboek / Some pages from the logbook 

 

 

Zie de volgende 2 pagina’s / 

At next 2 pages 
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Bovenstaande 4 foto's alleen te gebruiken op deze website want persoonlijk eigendom !                                  
The above 4 photos only to be used on this website because they are personal property ! 

 ( see Creative Commons license at last page of this document ) 
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Foto’s ontvangen van de familie Dell / Pictures received by Dell family … 2021 12 24 

 

Bovenstaande 3 foto's alleen te gebruiken op deze website want persoonlijk eigendom !                                  
The above 3 photos only to be used on this website because they are personal property ! 

 ( see Creative Commons license at last page of this document ) 
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Stel je het voor … stel je het voor dat je deze misinformatie in ‘Aalten Vooruit’ leest … 

Dit deed geen recht aan Mr Frank Dell en zijn familie. Een week later was de 

berichtgeving correct, en met excuses … (2022) 

We hebben het gezicht van de incorrecte foto verwijderd.     We removed the incorrect face from the picture. 

Imagine … imagine the reading of misinformation by ‘Aalten Vooruit’ … this did not do 

justice to Mr Frank Dell and his relatives. One week later the correct message appeared, 

accompanied by an apology … (2022) 
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Er is meer vanuit de kranten / There’s more from the newspapers. 

 

 

Foto’s van de familie Dell / Pictures received by Dell family … 2022 07 07                       

( Sydney Morning Herald ) 
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Het vaarwel / The last goodbye … 

 

En dan komt het bericht van de familie Dell dat hun vader/grootvader de 

regenboogbrug is gepasseerd. Met diep respect voor Mr Frank Dell en zijn familie: 

dankjewel voor het contact, de vriendschap, de verhalen, de bemoediging, de 

dankbaarheid ! 

And then arrives the news from Dell family that their father/grandfather has crossed 

the rainbow bridge. With deep respect to Mr Frank Dell and his family: thank you for the 

contact, the friendship, the stories, the encouragement, the gratitude ! 
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De woorden van zoon Rob Dell / The words by son Rob Dell   ( 2022 June 10
th

 ) 

 

The Prinzen Family have been very special to Frank and all our family and I read the following account 

to Frank at Christmas 2019.  He asked for me to share this special memory with you today. 

This was published on 19 December 2019, in The Picton Gazette, Prince Edward County, Ontario, 

Canada.  

In the early 1940’s, long before they ever dreamed of emigrating from Holland to Canada with their 

large family, which they did in 1948, Bernard and Dora Prinzen were busy - busy growing crops, 

tending to livestock and children while under the thumb of an oppressive regime that was happy to 

pillage and terrorize the Dutch people and their resources to feed and oil their war machine. 

But the Prinzens were also busy secretly housing Allied airmen that had been shot down over 

Germany and were assisting as part of the Dutch Resistance. Within walking distance of the German 

border in the vicinity of the village of IJzerlo in the deepest south of Holland, this was death-defying 

work for the farmers and workers of the region that secretly waged an underground war against the 

occupiers. 

On Christmas Eve 1944, it was arranged for minister from a neighbouring town to come to the Prinzen 

farm and hold a secret service for the clandestine fighters. A short time after the war was over, Rev. 

G.P. Klijn, pastor of the Reformed Church in Aalten, wrote about his experiences and, following is a 

condensed version with the hope to remind us of the spirit of the importance of celebrating Christmas 

either as an observance of the birth of Christ or a way to remember special times spent at home with 

loved ones. 

Pastor Klijn wrote:  

‘There were stars in the sky, like there were in any other clear winter night. It seemed as if they were 

sending their twinkling messages of comfort and encouragement with even more dedication than ever 

before to the dark world below.  After all, the upcoming days for the people living above the rivers were 

going to be very troublesome. 

There were also stripes in the sky. Stripes towards the south east. Narrow, white stripes of search-

lights that stood quietly or cross-wise on the horizon or were carefully scanning the starry sky, 

searching for a solitary English pilot who might be cruising along the vast universe, breaking the 

stillness of this holy night with the distant, monotonous droning of his machine. 

Stars and stripes in the night before Christmas. Under these divine and human adornments of the 

night – the stars representing comfort, the stripes destruction – we struggled through one of our Low 
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Saxon communities along the German border – making our way through a maze of sandy roads, 

farmyards and woodland, further and further away from Aalten. My guide, the leader of the 

underground, was thoroughly at home here and suddenly we found ourselves facing a guard, who 

stood ready with his gun. Behind him was the dark outline of a farmhouse silhouetted against the 

starry sky. 

Inside the house it was warm and cozy with lots of people present. The farmer himself was there with 

his wife and a whole slew of children aged from about 12 to the  youngest at 2 - The Prinzen family. 

 

That farmer, small of stature but a big hero. That farmer, who, on his remote farm hid a group of Allied 

airmen for months, along with an enormous amount of weapons and ammunition hidden under a load 

of hay in the barn. That farmer, who trained the children down to the youngest one to be silent. The 

children were acting as if they were just among themselves as we sat with them. 

Among the people in that room was a local council official who taught courses in resistance work in the 

vicinity. There was “Zwarte Jan” (Black John) who had already had four close calls with death but 

managed to escape each time, Hank Van’t Lam, and several more, all people working in the 

underground.  

And there were those airmen, four Americans, one Englishman, Frank Dell, one Canadian and one 

Australian who had abandoned their burning planes and had landed in German territory.  

After some wandering, all these had found their way to the Prinzen farm with the help of the people of 

the resistance movement. 

They sat there in that kitchen that night, all these fellows, so relaxed as if they were safely home. Their 

greatest pleasure at that moment was to sit with the farmer’s flaxen-haired boys and pig-tailed girls on 

their knee, chatting with papa and mama and with the boys of the underground while generously 

sharing a box of pre-war cigars, which they had received from some good patriot as it was Christmas. 

The Christmas story in that time of fear and uncertainty was read in many strange places that year – in 

hiding places, in shelters. But the story of hope for mankind isn’t out of place anywhere! Certainly not 

in that simple farmer’s kitchen with its international circle of resistance fighters, driven together from all 

different parts of the world: farm boys – severely hunted people who belonged to the resistance 

movement in Holland - underground navy people -personnel of the towns’ clerical department and 

allied airmen from San Francisco and Miami, Brighton, Saskatoon, and Sydney. 

It was silent as if in a church when in that kitchen the familiar words of the Bible were read – first in the 

Dutch language, then in English. The emotions of these brave, self-assured men became tangible 

when the old familiar story came to them in their own language. So far from home, yet, the same 
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Advent – “Today your Saviour is born in the town of David.” And on the door of those hearts, that day 

and night were filled with thoughts of war and strife, now, in the silence of the night, knocked a 

different peace than the one they were fighting for - the peace in their hearts. 

The people of the resistance had even managed to bring some English hymnals. And so the 

Christmas songs were sung in two languages, the world-wide familiar “Silent Night, Holy Night” and 

others. 

Stars and Stripes in the night before Christmas. But, for a moment, above all the flags that flew in each 

one of these hearts – the American, the British, the Canadian the Australian and the Dutch, the 

Christmas story dominated – the story that brings people together as one with one common purpose.’ 

Three months later, the tanks of the British Army brought liberty and broke this community apart.  The 

Dutch boys joined the stock troops and travelled further into Holland, the airmen disappeared into the 

conquering army and for the farmer and his wife, that farmer, small of stature but who was a big hero, 

peace had returned at last.’ 

Frank returned to the Prinzen farm exactly one year after having been liberated and has maintained 

contact with the family right up to this day.   

The Dell family will forever salute the Prinzens and many other Dutch resistance people for risking, 

and in many cases giving their lives for freedom.  

We will not forget.  
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De laatste woorden van kleinzoon Henry Dell / The Last words by grandson Henry Dell 

 

 

 

 

PS de lijkkist van Mr Frank Dell was tijdens de dienst bedekt met de Nederlandse vlag … 

PS the coffin of Mr Frank Dell was covered by the Dutch flag during the last ceremony … 
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Op 2024-12-12 ontvingen we een bericht van Mr. Rob Dell, zoon van dhr. Frank Dell: hij 

ontdekte een fraai interview met zijn vader dhr. Frank Dell, verdeeld over 5 

documenten, gemaakt op 1987-12-01 ! Hoe bijzonder is dat ! 

On 2024-12-12 we received a message from Mr. Rob Dell, son of Mr. Frank Dell: he 

discovered a nice interview with his father Mr. Frank Dell, divided over 5 documents, 

made on 1987-12-01! How special is that ! 

 

Klik op de afbeelding hieronder / Click the picture below 

 

 

 

Of/Or: 

 

Gebruik deze link / Do use this link: 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80009864 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80009864
https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80009864
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Tot slot 

Dit document is een gebaseerd op persoonlijke contacten met de familie Dell, de 

familie Breukelaar en de familie Doeleman. Daarnaast maakten we dankbaar gebruik 

van informatie zoals te vinden op het Internet. 

De familie Dell gaf schriftelijke toestemming voor gebruik van dit document op website 

https://www.blueglasses.nl ( datum: 2024 07 24 ). 

We vragen u vriendelijk dit document met gepaste zorg te behandelen, en volgens: 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 

 

 

Final 

This document is based on personal contacts with Dell family, Breukelaar family and 

Doeleman family. In addition, we gratefully made use of information found on the 

Internet. 

Dell family gave written permission for the use of this document on the website 

https://www.blueglasses.nl ( date: 2024 07 24 ). 

We kindly ask that you treat this document with due care, and in accordance with: 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 

 

 

CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 DEED  

 

Peter – 

https://www.blueglasses.nl/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
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Bijlagen / Attachments 

 

Er zijn twee recent van de familie Prinzen ( via Mr Rob Dell ) ontvangen bijlagen 

toegevoegd. Deze bijlagen spreken voor zichzelf. 

We vragen u vriendelijk dit document met gepaste zorg te behandelen, en volgens: 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 

 

Two attachments recently received from the Prinzen family (via Mr Rob Dell) have been 

added. These attachments speak for themselves. 

We kindly ask that you treat this document with due care, and in accordance with: 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 
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Bijlage 1 / Attachment 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prinzen family reunion / 1945 March 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DELL/PD 2024 12 12 46 

 

Bijlage 2 / Attachment 2 

From Dick Prinzen on behalf of the Prinzens in Canada. 

Good afternoon. If I had to describe Frank Dell in 4 words, Wow what a man. I have to be honest with you, until my 

daughter Olivia informed Sharon and myself that she was going to Australia for 6 months in 2016. I had only heard about 

Frank Dell from my parents and from reading Owen Mayberrys book Seven on a Mat which was published in 1994 telling 

the story of my Opa and Oma Prinzen hiding seven airmen from November 1944 to the end of March 1945 when they were 

liberated.  

I believe I saw Frank when I was a young boy while he was visiting my Oma. In 2014 Frank Dell published his memoirs 

entitled Mosquito Down. It was then I learned who Frank Dell really was. I read the book probably 3 times in one year as 

there was so much information to take in. Not only did I learn what an incredible and selfless man Frank was, I also got to 

know much more about what life was like for Opa and Oma as well as their 10 children during World War 2. Although my 

grandparents took a great risk in hiding Frank along with other airmen whose names should be recognized, Owen 

Mayberry, Ted Robblee, Bobby Brown, Chuck Huntley, Jim Strickland and Joe Davis .   

Frank along with his comrades volunteered to help with the Dutch underground to further the cause to defeat Hitler and 

Germany. Frank and Joe Davis were the first to arrive in 1944 and as the war continued 5 more airmen would seek refuge at 

Somsenhuis. In listening to stories from my family Frank was looked upon as the leader of the pack, totally understandable. 

After the war Frank came back to Holland to visit with the family in 1946. When Frank and Isabel got married in 1947 my 

grandparents along with Willem and Daatje Hoftyzer, who were also involved with helping Frank went to England to attend 

his wedding. Frank went on to become a distinguished pilot with British Airways. I still recall Frank visiting Oma in 1994 to 

bring honours to her for their role during the war. Although she was failing she was alert and happy to see Frank and passed 

away days later. If I knew then what I know now I would have wanted to meet with him. My mom always commented on 

Franks impeccable manners how he would always put his utensils down to carry on a conversation at mealtimes. I still 

haven't mastered that. Aunt Annie still remembers how Frank would brush her hair for her as a little girl while he was 

staying at their house. There are probably many memories from other of the family who have since passed on.  

Moving on , when Olivia went to Australia in 2016, thanks to the internet I was able to touch base with Frank and arrange 

for Olivia to meet up with him. In turn that helped to renew our connection with Frank which in turn connected us with his 

son Rob and family.  In the short visit Olivia had with Frank she was overwhelmed by his kindness and generosity. When she 

came back to Canada in the summer of 2017, she presented me with a signed copy of his book which I will cherish. Olivia 

also commented also how polite and charming he was. We would always try to call Frank on July 4 to wish him well on his 

birthday even getting little Benny as he was known to join in.  

My last conversation with Frank was Christmas 2021 when Rob was bringing him home for Christmas day. It was great to 

reminisce about days gone by. Frank, you hold a special spot in the Prinzen family as you were the one who always 

remembered what Opa and Oma did for you and kept in touch. Our hearts are broken with the passing of an exceptional 

man.  You will never be forgotten as yourself Owen and Ted have each written a book to remind us of life at Somsenhuis. 

God Bless You and your family. We are blessed that you were part of the Prinzen Family. 

 


